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Town of Nantucket

Board of Assessors

37 Washington Street

Nantucket, MA 02554

508-228-7200 ext. 7035

January 9,2013

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

l, Deborah Dilworth, Assessor for the Town of Nantucket, certify that effective

December 20, 2012, the attached list labeled "Town of Nantucket Assessor's
lnformation Effective 12120112 for Hummock Pond of Nantucket Subdivision"
is accurate based on current Town assessment data as to location, ownership and

size of all of the buildable lots which comprise the subdivision known as Hummock

Pond of Nantucket as shown on the specified Assessor's Map and Lot numbers

a1d on Land Court Plan 35893-H filed at the Nantucket Registry District,
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Massachusetts Audubon Society 
Gary Clayton, President 
208 S. Great Rd. 
Lincoln, MA 01773 
 
Dear Mr. Clayton, 

 
Audubon Society land on Nantucket.  
 
Nantucket has one of the highest incidences of tick-borne disease in the country according to 
the Center for Disease Control.  Local surveys estimate that 40% to 60% of the Island’s 
population have had a tick borne disease at some time in their life.   
 
We have an integrated plan to reduce the incidence of tick-borne disease that includes improved 
education, improved disease surveillance, the prudent use of acaricides and a reduction 
Nantucket’s deer density.  We are also exploring ways to reduce the incidence of tick-borne 
disease in the mice population. 
 
Deer reduction is controversial, however there is scientific evidence that a lower deer population 
will have an effect on the incidence of tick-bone disease. Deer density is positively correlated 
with tick abundance and there is a temporal correlation between the rise in the density of deer in 
the eastern U.S. and the epidemic curve for Lyme disease.   
 
There are between 45 and 50 deer per square mile on Nantucket.  Scientific studies indicate 
that if deer herd density is reduced to or below 8-10 deer per square mile, tick numbers and the 
prevalence of tick-borne disease can be lowered to levels that decrease risk of human disease. 
The ideal deer management density goals for Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife to maintain a 
healthy deer population in balance with the environment are essentially the same. 
 
We have been able to lobby the state to make minor changes in the hunting regulations to make 
it easier for Island hunters and this past year we initiated a program for hunters to donate their 
excess deer meat to the local food bank.  One of the problems is that a significant proportion of 
the land on the Island is closed to deer hunting, including your 970 acres. 
 
Tick-borne disease will never be totally eliminated from the Island, but reducing the deer 
population will help in reducing the incidence.  Also, according to Massachusetts Fish and 
Wildlife, it will improve the health of the deer population. 
 
We respectfully request that the Audubon Society lift the restriction on hunting deer on your 
Nantucket property.  Please contact me if you require additional information.  I will also be willing 
to talk with you or your Board in-person. 
 
 
 
Malcolm W. MacNab MD, PhD 
Chairman Nantucket Board of Health 
 
mwmacnab@comcast.net  
Cell: 973 978-5043 
 
cc. Jim Kelly, Chairman Nantucket Board of Selectman 
      Roberto Santamaria, Nantucket Health Director 
      Libby Gibson, Nantucket Town Manager 
      Ernie Steinauer, Sanctuary Director      
 

 


























