
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Minutes of the Meeting of June 8, 2016. The meeting took place in the Public Safety Facility Community 
Room, 4 Fairgrounds Road, Nantucket, MA 02554. Members of the Board present were Rick Atherton, 
Robert DeCosta, Matt Fee, Dawn E. Hill Holdgate and James R. Kelly. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Kelly called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. 
 
II. BOARD ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
The agenda was unanimously accepted as presented. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Town Manager C. Elizabeth Gibson announced that the Board of Selectmen meeting is being 
video/audio recorded in accordance with the Open Meeting Law. 
 
2. Ms. Gibson announced that on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 4:30 PM there will be a food trucks forum 
regarding an idea of replacing beach concessions at Surfside and Children’s Beach with Mobile Food Units, 
adding this just concerns the concession stands, not the bathrooms. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Chairman Kelly said there are two new business matters which were not reasonably anticipated within 48 
hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
1. Chairman Kelly announced that at a June 7, 2016 Board meeting (the Board met in executive session 
and ratified one vote in open session), the Board voted to authorize an amendment to House Bill # 3892 (a 
bill sponsoring a home rule petition as voted at the 2016 Annual Town Meeting - Article 81 which authorizes 
the transfer of land from the Land Bank to the Town) as proposed by the Secretary of the State Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs, to add a new section to the bill (attached). 
 
2. Ms. Hill Holdgate moved to authorize an amendment to Senate Bill # 1936; Mr. Atherton seconded, 
noting that the language removed included general municipal purposes and access purposes and he would 
like clarification that access will be allowed over the properties. Some discussion followed on access. 
Natural Resources Coordinator Jeff Carlson clarified some concerns about constructed wetlands on the 
Washington Street parcels. Ms. Hill Holdgate withdrew her motion. Mr. Atherton suggested holding off on 
this matter until the access issues are clarified. Mr. DeCosta moved to authorize the amendment to Senate 
Bill # 1936 (attached) contingent upon clarification from Town Counsel that recreational purposes equal 
pedestrian access across the properties; Mr. Fee seconded. All in favor, so voted. 
 
IV. WORKSHOP ITEMS 
1. Water Quality: 
a) Action Plan Updates. Ms. Gibson reviewed water quality updates since February 2016. Health Director 
Roberto Santamaria reviewed septic system compliance, noting 250 I/A (innovative/alternative) systems 
have been permitted on island and out of that, 144 have been installed and in operation leaving 106 which 
have permits to install. He reviewed septic system inspection statuses for the Nantucket Harbor Watershed, 
Madaket Harbor area and Hummock Pond. Mr. DeCosta took issue with Bartlett’s Farm and the Cranberry 
Bogs, saying he feels there should be conditions in place to limit fertilizer use. Nantucket Land Council 
executive director Cormac Collier clarified that the conservation restriction the Land Council holds for 
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Bartlett’s Farm requires them to file inspection reports. He suggested someone call John Bartlett and/or the 
Nantucket Conservation Foundation to inquire directly about their fertilizer use. 
 
At 6:34 PM Ms. Hill Holdgate left the meeting; she returned at 6:36 PM. 
 
Mr. Carlson noted his office is working with Conservation Foundation which has granted Natural Resources 
access and reporting to monitor. Ms. Gibson noted that the Nantucket Pond Coalition developed septic and 
fertilizer guidelines with the Town and Land Council. Mr. Carlson reviewed stormwater management, noting 
the Town is addressing pipes that are due to new construction projects and various Conservation 
Commission-related inspections and shoreline changes. Mr. Carlson answered questions from Board 
members. Some discussion followed regarding swimming pools and associated drainage. Department of 
Public Works Director Kara Buzanoski explained that pools are required to go through a dechlorination and 
need a permit to be drained. She reviewed Consue Springs stormwater drainage project, noting it is moving 
forward and a permit has been granted by the Conservation Commission. Ms. Buzanoski answered 
questions from Board members. Mr. DeCosta said he feels a culvert is needed at Consue Springs to 
prevent flooding. Regarding fertilizer, Mr. Carlson noted there is a list of licensed landscapers on the 
Town’s website and said that three licensing classes have been held in 2016 and one more scheduled. He 
said to date 330 people have completed the class and there have been 160 inspections. Mr. Carlson said 
there needs to be a way to get to homeowners and vendors, but added that the landscape community has 
been active and there is a big difference between last year and now. Ms. Gibson said that water quality 
testing is scheduled and ongoing, as well as a pond phosphorus study thanks to a grant from the Land 
Council and Pond Coalition. Mr. Carlson noted that Hummock Pond was open for a total of 18 days which 
was good considering the target was four days. He added that Sesachacha was open for three days. Some 
discussion followed. Ms. Gibson said that additional surveying for eel grass is scheduled for 2016 and 
noted that Nantucket Shellfish Association has provided information cards to hand out to boaters by the 
Marine Department and Boat Basin. 
 
b) Madaket/Warren’s Landing/Somerset Sewer Project. Ms. Gibson said that the Surfside Wastewater 
Treatment Facility upgrades are scheduled to go out to bid shortly as well as the Sea Street Pump Station 
upgrades. She said that the Nantucket Harbor/Shimmo and Plus parcels sewer projects were approved at 
the 2016 Annual Town Meeting and Election and a design contract has been signed. Ms. Gibson said the 
Madaket/Warren’s Landing/Somerset sewer project is scheduled for the October 17, 2016 Special Town 
Meeting and public outreach is getting organized and dates with neighborhood and community groups are 
being scheduled. Woodard & Curran consultant Rosemary Blacquier, who is handling public outreach, 
reviewed the proposed Madaket/Warren’s Landing/Somerset sewer project, noting it is a two phase project 
with Somerset being the first phase to allow Madaket to utilize the route. She noted that Somerset is a 
sewer needs area on its own as the ground water is high and there are severe soils. Ms. Blacquier 
reviewed a conceptual map layout. Director of Municipal Finance Brian Turbitt reviewed the costs of the 
Madaket/Warren’s Landing ($61,096,475) and Somerset ($17,534,297) sewer projects. Mr. Fee spoke 
against 100% of the cost being on tax rate as he feels the costs will be onerous on some homeowners. Mr. 
DeCosta said he feels the Town should pay to stub pipes for all connections so not to burden homeowners. 
Ms. Buzanoski said that will be done for the gravity pipes but it can’t be done for the low pressure systems. 
Some discussion followed among Board members regarding the requirement for an as-built for sewer 
connections. Chairman Kelly said he feels there should be a step-by-step checklist and resources guide. 
Mr. Atherton said he feels the program could be broader based, not just about the sewer. Mr. Fee said he 
feels there are other contributors to poor water quality beyond sewer, saying he doesn’t want to end up 
seeing 150 pools and bigger homes built which could affect ground water runoff and result in being “back to 
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where we are now”. Chairman Kelly said he feels sewers foster growth including pools and larger homes. 
Mr. Fee said these would be a negative impact on the environment. Chairman Kelly asked about tight 
tanks. Mr. Santamaria said right tanks are a last resort way to deal with effluent and they are only allowed 
in area of Smith’s Point. Bill Grieder of 10 F Street asked if relief will be given to those who are currently 
undergoing a sewer treatment installation. Richard Hussey of Fisher’s Landing said the sewer project 
summary noted that the zoning was changed. Mr. Fees reiterated that he is worried about increased 
ground water run off as a result of the sewer and an increase in pools and larger homes. Charlie Stott of 
the Madaket Residents Association said that the members support the expansion of the sewer but will likely 
have concerns on unintended consequences like increased built-out. He questioned if the Town would be 
willing to experiment with electronically monitored tight tanks. Mr. Stott said there are people who have 
expended large amounts of money to repair or replace failed septic systems and he fees some 
consideration should be made to these people. Mr. DeCosta said that if the cost is being borne 100% by 
the tax base he is not sure consideration should be made. 
 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:08 PM. 
 
Approved the 14th day of September, 2016. 
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Bill H.3892 
An Act authorizing the Nantucket Islands Land Bank to convey certain parcels of land 
held for open space, recreational or conservation purposes to the town of Nantucket for 
open spaces, recreational or conservation purposes  
 
By Representative Madden of Nantucket and Senator Wolf, a joint petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 3892) of Timothy R. Madden (by vote of the town) that 
the Nantucket Islands Land Bank be authorized to convey certain land to the town of 
Nantucket for open space, recreational or conservation purposes. Municipalities and 
Regional Government. [Local Approval Received.] 
 
Original Bill Text: 
 
Section 1. Pursuant to Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the Nantucket Islands Land Bank may transfer, sell, convey 
or otherwise dispose of certain parcels of land situated in the Town of Nantucket to the 
Town of Nantucket for open space, recreational or conservation purposes and described 
as follows: 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 481 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 121 (portion of) 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 400 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 401 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 402 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 398 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 397 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 396 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 395 
 
Assessor's Map 67, Parcel 394 
 
A portion of Pilot Whale Lane abutting the parcels described above. 
 
 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  
  



Updated bill language from Bob O’Connor (EEA) – June 7, 2016: 
 
Section 2.  As a condition of the conveyances authorized in section 1, the town of 
Nantucket shall convey a parcel or parcels of land under the care, custody, 
management and control of the board of selectmen or other town boards and dedicated 
for general municipal purposes or other purposes not subject to article 97 of the 
amendments to the constitution of the commonwealth of Massachusetts to the 
Nantucket Islands Land Bank for purposes for which the Land Bank was created  The 
parcel or parcels conveyed to the Nantucket Islands Land Bank pursuant to this section, 
shall be of equal or greater size and value for conservation or park purposes when 
compared to the parcels described in section 1 and of equal or greater value as 
determined by independent appraisals when compared to the value of the parcels in 
section 1.  The conveyances in Section 1 and 2 shall also meet the requirements of 
Chapter 669 acts and resolves of 1983. 
 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  
 



Bill S.1936  
An Act authorizing the County of Nantucket to convey certain parcels of land to the town 
of Nantucket 
 
By Mr. Wolf, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1936) of Daniel A. Wolf and 
Timothy R. Madden (by vote of the town) for legislation to approve the conveyance of 
property by the county of Nantucket. Municipalities and Regional Government. [Local 
Approval Received.] 
 
Original Bill Text: 
 
SECTION 1. Pursuant to Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the County of Nantucket is hereby authorized to convey the 
following parcels of land, owned by the County of Nantucket to the Town of Nantucket 
for open space, recreational or conservation purposes and for general municipal 
purposes and access purposes: 
 
Assessors Map 60 Parcel 3, Massachusetts Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 36.2.3 Parcel 51, New York Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 36.2.3 Parcel 54, New York Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 36.2.3 Parcel 74, Wisconsin Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 55.1.4 Parcel 9.1, 100 Washington St. 
 
Assessors Map 55.1.4 Parcel 9.2, 98 Washington St. 
 
Assessors Map 60.2.4 Parcel 5, 6 Massachusetts Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 60.3.1 Parcel 84, 25 Massachusetts Ave. 
 
Assessors Map 60 Parcel 160, 0 Esther Island 
 
Assessors Map 61 Parcel 1, 0 Esther Island 
 
Assessors Map 61 Parcel 2, 0 Esther Island 
 
A portion of Parcel P-2, shown on Plan 49-O filed at the Nantucket County Registry of 
Deeds, adjacent to 121 Washington Street. 
 
SECTION 2. The provision of Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws and any 
rights of first refusal in the Commonwealth under the provisions of Section 14 of Chapter 
34 of the Massachusetts General Laws shall not be applicable to any conveyance 



authorized hereunder. 
 
SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon passage. 
 
Updated bill language per Rep. Madden: 
 
SECTION 1. Pursuant to Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law to the contrary, the County of Nantucket is hereby authorized to convey the 
following parcels of land, owned by the County of Nantucket to the Town of Nantucket 
for open space, recreational or conservation purposes: 
 
… 
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4 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD 

NANTUCKET, MASSACHUSETTS 
 
List of documents used at the meeting: 
 
New Business 
1. Announcement, re: House Bill # 3892; original bill text and proposed bill language; map of 

associated properties 
2. Required action, re: Senate Bill # 1936; original bill text and updated bill language; maps of 

associated properties 
 
IV. 1a. Water Quality Action Update (Harbors and Ponds), 6/2/16; Homeowner Septic System and 

Fertilizer Guidelines; Septic System Compliance presentation 
IX. 1b. Summary of Madaket/Warren’s Landing and Somerset Sewer Extensions, Special Town Meeting, 

Fall 2016; conceptual sewer layout plans; Sewer Project Impacts calculator, June 8, 2016 
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