
Town of Nantucket 

Coastal Management Principles 

For Town Owned/Operated 
Properties 

 
 

Draft as of 1/10/12 

DRAFT



Purpose: 
“To establish a set of best management principles for town owned/operated 
property and to use these principles for planning and as a guideline for private 
coastal property owners." 

 

 

 

Goals and Objectives: 
1.  To identify issues that impact coastal property management and create a 

matrix to serve as the framework for the creation of these principles. 
2. To identify all town owned operated coastal property, all coastal public 

infrastructure, all coastal town owned roads and to identify all protected 
coastal habitats. 

3. To identify any risk factors for town owned/operated properties and to 
identify appropriate management techniques for these areas. 

4. To take in public input and incorporate all public input into the Coastal 
Management Principles. 

5. To create a final set of Coastal Management Principles that is vetted 
through the public hearing process and shall be a document that may be 
amended as needed through the public hearing process. 
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Issue Matrix: 
Issue Status Recommend 
Water 
Quality Town Water Quality Initiative underway Reference WQI in CMP to satisfy this issue 

Habitat Covered by Town of Nantucket 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw Chapter 136 Reference Bylaw in CMP to satisfy this issue 

Coastal 
Hazards Policy to be developed 

Erosion 
Control Policy to be developed 

Harbors Harbor Plan covers pertinent issues Reference Harbor Plans in CMP to satisfy 
this issue 

Public 
Access 
Policy 

Policy to be developed 

To be developed considering One Big Beach, 
Roads and Right of Way (if plan pertains to 

only town-owned property Chapter 91 license 
does not apply and should be considered 

separately) 

Beach 
Access 
Policy 

Beach Management Plan completed Reference WQI in CMP to satisfy this issue 

Off Shore 
Resources 

Covered by Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Oceans Management 

Plan 

Reference Oceans Management Plan in CMP 
to satisfy this issue 

Homeland 
Security Policy to be developed 

Alternative 
Energy Policy being developed by NP&EDC Exclude from CMP until input is given from 

NP&EDC 

Fisheries 

Covered by Town of Nantucket 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw Chapter 

136, Harbor Plan and Shellfish 
Management Plan 

Reference Bylaw and both plans in CMP to 
satisfy this issue 

Data 
Accessibility Website construction underway Make drafts, updates and final principals 

available through town website 

Consistency See preparation and review Check against existing plans and initiatives 
before final approval of CMP 

Recreation 
Covered by Town of Nantucket 

Wetlands Protection Bylaw Chapter 136 
and Beach Management Plan 

Reference Bylaw and BMP in CMP to satisfy 
this issue 

Aesthetics Covered by Town of Nantucket 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw Chapter 136 Reference Bylaw in CMP to satisfy this issue 

Integration 
with 

Municipal 
Harbor Plan 

Issues covered by CMP outside of 
scope of Harbor Plan 

Reference Harbor Plans in CMP to satisfy 
this issue 

 
Please note that those issues highlighted in yellow shall be addressed by the Coastal 
Management Principles.  
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Coastal Erosion: 
The following principles define the Town of Nantucket’s approach to dealing with coastal 
erosion: 

1. That the Town of Nantucket identifies areas of concern that threaten public 
infrastructure or threaten critical habitat including but not limited to endangered 
species habitat, town roads and significant public infrastructure. 

2. Any person(s) wishing to apply for a coastal erosion project permit on town-owned land 
must provide a public benefit statement to the Board of Selectmen for review and a 
public hearing, prior to filing the application with any federal, state, or local agency.  
Public benefit statement is required for the Town of Nantucket to sign any application 
as the property owner.  The public benefit statement is to include: 

a. Applicant name, street address, map and parcel of the subject property. 
b. A description of the proposed project 
c. A narrative explaining how the project as proposed will provide a benefit to the 

general public (e.g. improved public access, protection of public infrastructure) 
3. Any erosion control measure being proposed on town owned land shall be permitted by 

all proper federal, state and local agencies and any proposed project shall contain the 
following components prior to the final authorization of use for town owned land: 

a. Demonstration of no adverse impact to surrounding properties. 
b. Demonstration of how the project protects public infrastructure or areas of 

public concern. 
c. A mitigation protocol for the removal of the erosion control structure including 

appropriate funds in perpetuity for removal of the permitted structure. 
d. Permanent improvement of public access to the coastal area, such as permanent 

easements across private lands to the coastal area. 
e. Construction protocols with contact information for all permit holders and 

contractors involved with the project. 
f. A monitoring and reporting protocol including beach profiling, nourishment 

volumes and the integrity of the structure. 
g. Presentation of the proposed project in a public hearing with the Board of 

Selectmen or County Commissioners. 
4. Copies of all required federal, state and local permits are to be submitted to the Board 

of Selectmen a minimum of 1 month prior to the scheduled public hearing. 
5. The Town of Nantucket shall not fund any erosion control structure unless significant 

public infrastructure is threatened. 
6. No work on any coastal erosion structure shall take place in identified areas of 

protected species habitat during periods determined to be inappropriate in connection 
with the life cycles of such species.  
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Coastal Hazards: 
To be developed 
 

Public Access Policy: 
To be developed 

 
Homeland Security: 
To be developed 
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Tables and Maps of Town Owned/Operated 
Properties: DRAFT



Coastal Management 
Principals

Proposed Region Maps
Please note that the first three sheets are 

overall region locations and all regions 
include either a town-owned coastal property 
or taken town road.  The green parcels shown 
includes both Town, County and Land Bank 
land.  Final revised maps will be made and 

included with the final principals.  See 
individual region breakdowns for specific 

details.
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Region

Town-owned 
coastal 

property Town owned roads Other Public Infrastructure
Creeks Yes None Our Island Home
Town Yes None Downtown
Jetties Yes None Parking Lot, Jetties Concession
Dionis Yes None Dionis Bathhouse

Eel Point 
Area

Yes None None

Hither 
Creek

Yes None None

Madaket Yes
Massachusetts Ave., Madaket 

Road
None

Sheep 
Pond

No Sheep Pond Road None

Cisco Yes Hummock Pond Road None
Ladies Yes None None

Miacomet Yes
West Miacomet Road, South 
Shore Road, Hill Side Ave.

Sewage Treatment Facility

Surfside Yes
Western Ave., Surfside Road, 

Nonantum Ave.
Surfisde Beach Concession and 

Parking
Nobadeer Yes None Nantucket Airport

Tom 
Nevers

Yes Tom Nevers Road
Park and Recreation 
Fields/Fairgrounds

Low 
Beach

Yes Low Beach Road Police Barracks/Old Sewage Beds

Sconset Yes Codfish Park Road None

Sankaty Yes
Baxter Road, Hoicks Hollow 

Road
None

Quidnet/S
quam

Yes None None

Polpis 
Harbor

Yes None None

Town Yes Downtown Downtown

Coastal Management Principals
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Region Map Parcel
Street 

Number
Street Name Owner

Water 
body

Underwater

Creeks 54 53 MONOMOY TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 54 641 MONOMOY CREEKS TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 59 1 E CREEK RD TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 276 WASHINGTON ST TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 414 6 GOOSE POND LN TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 414 6 GOOSE POND LN TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 415 WASHINGTON ST TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 640 MONOMOY CREEKS TON NH Salt Marsh
Creeks 55 642 GOOSE POND LN TON HC Salt Marsh
Dionis 32 18 DIONIS BEACH TON NS NO
Eel Pt. 33 10 139 EEL POINT RD TON NS NO
Hither 
Creek

59.4 87 K ST COUNTY MH Salt Marsh

Hither 
Creek

60.1.2 2 F ST TON HC NO

Hither 
Creek

60.2.4 5 6 MASSACHUSETTS AV COUNTY HC NO

Hither 
Creek

60.2.4 9 1 RHODE ISLAND AV TON HC NO

Hither 
Creek

60.2.4 60 AMES AV TON HC NO

Hither 
Creek

60.2.4 61 AMES AV TON HC NO

Hither 
Creek

60.2.4 62 AMES AV TON HC NO

Jetties 29 1 4 BATHING BEACH RD TON NS NO
Jetties 29 2 BATHING BEACH RD TON NH/PH NO
Ladies 81 59 OFF BARTLETT RD TON ATL NO
Ladies 82 14 MIOXES POND RD ConCom ATL PARTIAL

Ladies 82 22 SMOOTH HUMMOCKS TON ATL PARTIAL

Low 
Beach

74 66 LOW BEACH RD TON ATL NO

Low 
Beach

74 73 LOW BEACH RD TON ATL PARTIAL

Low 
Beach

92 9 TOM NEVERS TON ATL PARTIAL

Low 
Beach

92 22 TOM NEVERS TON ATL NO

Madaket 60 41 N CAROLINA AV COUNTY ATL NO
Madaket 60 54 ALABAMA AV TON ATL PARTIAL
Madaket 60 63 HITHER CREEK BED TON ATL/HC PARTIAL
Madaket 60 123 7 CHICAGO ST ConCom ATL PARTIAL
Madaket 60 126 MADAKET RD COUNTY ATL NO
Madaket 
Harbor

38 30 55
WARRENS LANDING 

RD
TON MH NO

Town Owned Coastal PropertiesDRAFT



MH/SP 60 3 MASSACHUSETTS AV COUNTY MH NO

MH/SP 60.3.1 83 27 MASSACHUSETTS AV TON MH NO

MH/SP 60.3.1 84 25 MASSACHUSETTS AV COUNTY MH NO

Miacomet 86 15 MIACOMET RD TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 301 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 302 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 303 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 304 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 305 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 306 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL PARTIAL
Miacomet 86 307 MIACOMET FLUME TON ATL NO
Miacomet 87 36 WESTERN AV TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 14 NANTUCKET AP TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 15 NANTUCKET AP TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 16 NANTUCKET AP TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 40 SURFSIDE TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 41 SURFSIDE TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 43 SURFSIDE TON ATL PARTIAL
Nobadeer 88 66 SURFSIDE TON ATL NO
Nobadeer 88 77 SURFSIDE TON ATL NO

Polpis 
Harbor

20 14 WAUWINET RD TON PH NO

Polpis 
Harbor

20 16 18 WAUWINET RD TON PH NO

Quaise 19 3 QUAISE PT TON NH/PH NO
Sankaty 48 6 PLAINFIELD TON ATL NO
Sankaty 48 8 SCONSET BLUFF TON ATL NO
Sankaty 49 9 SCONSET BLUFF TON ATL PARTIAL
Sconset 73.1.3 10 2 N GULLY RD TON ATL PARTIAL
Sconset 73.1.3 21 21 CODFISH PARK RD TON ATL NO
Sconset 73.1.4 48 BAXTER RD TON ATL PARTIAL
Sconset 73.2.4 51 5 CODFISH PARK RD TON ATL PARTIAL
Squam 13 19 SQUAM RD TON ATL NO
Surfside 87 48 SURFSIDE TON ATL PARTIAL
Surfside 87 60 4 WESTERN AV TON ATL PARTIAL

Tom 
Nevers

91 109 130 TOM NEVERS RD TON ATL PARTIAL

Town 42.2.3 2 34 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.2.3 3 36 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.2.3 4 38 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.2.3 5 40 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.2.3 6 42 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.2.3 19 76 WASHINGTON ST TON NH NO
Town 42.4.2 9 15 HARBOR VIEW WY TON NH NO

Atl= 
Atlantic 
Ocean

HC= 
Hither 
Creek

MH= 
Madaket 
Harbor

NH= 
Nantucket 

Harbor

NS=                 
Nantucket Sound

PH=    
Polpis 
Harbor

Waterbody Information
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Region Name
Madaket/Esther's Island Massachusetts Ave.

Madaket Madaket Road
Sheep Pond Sheep Pond Road

Cisco Hummock Pond Road
Miacomet West Miacomet Road
Miacomet South Shore Road
Miacomet Hill Side Ave.
Surfside Western Ave.
Surfside Surfside Rd.
Surfside Nonantum Ave.

Tom Nevers Tom Nevers Road
Low Beach Low Beach Road

Sconset Codfish Park Road
Sankaty Baxter Road
Sankaty Hoicks Hollow Road

Town Owned Coastal RoadsDRAFT
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Public Input: 
 
Written comment was open to the public from the end of November 2011 until January 
6, 2012.  The Town received written comment from five individuals during this time 
period. 
 
There was an open public forum to discuss the draft of the Coastal Erosion section of 
the principles held on December 12, 2011 and was attended by over 40 members of the 
public. 
 
All comments both written and spoken at the public forum were taken in to account 
when drafting the Coastal Management Principles.   

DRAFT
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