Proposed HDC Minutes for January 19, 2021
III. CONSENT WITH CONDITIONS
Property owner name
Street Address
Scope of work
Map/Parcel
Agent
1. Robert Newman 01-2669
6 Topping Lift Road
Rev. 0405: window
66/308
Self
•
Due to limited visibility
2. Steven Phillip 01-2664
4 Okorwaw Avenue
Temp storage container
79/131
Self
•
Due to lack of visibility
3. Blake Richard 01-2682
71 Tom Nevers Road
Shed
75/137
Self
•
Due to minimal visibility
Voting
Pohl, Coombs, Camp, Oliver, Welch
Alternates
Thornewill
Recused
None
Documentation
None
Representing
None
Public
None
Concerns
No additional concerns.
Motion
Motion to Approve through staff per noted conditions. (Welch)
Roll-call Vote
Carried 5-0//Camp, Coombs, Oliver, Welch, and Pohl-aye
Certificate #
HDC2021-01-(as noted)
IV. OLD BUSINESS CARRIED OVERNESS (12/29/20)
Property owner name
Street Address
Scope of work
Map/Parcel Agent
1. Coffin Farm 06-1119
31 Fairgrounds Road
Demo/move off MH
67/149
Brook Meerbergen
Voting
Pohl, Coombs, Camp, Oliver
Alternates
None
Recused
None
Documentation
Architectural elevation plans, site plan, photos, correspondence, historic documentation, and advisory comments.
Representing
Brook Meerbergen
Billy Cassidy, co-owner
Public
None
Concerns (4:36)
Meerbergen – We filed extensions while this was being reviewed by the Planning Board for a multi-unit subdivision. This
project is for the greater good and will help a lot of people. This house has been spoken for as a residence on South Shore
Road. There is a 50% open space requirement by the Planning Board, and we want that to be on Fairgrounds Road; keeping
this would mean going back to the Planning Board to amend the plan. The by-right subdivision plan would obliterate
everything.
Cassidy – This will be moved to become part of the covenant program. The open space is proposed to encourage passive
recreation and to be used like a yard; the pavilion, shown on the site plan, might or might not be built. He suggests the
house would be better served by moving it and going into the covenant program. One thing not discussed is the efficacy
of this building as part of the subdivision; any value of streetscape would be lost by moving it to the side and rehabilitating
it to fit in with the proposed subdivision.
Oliver – There was a lot of context for what is planned to replace this. She sat through the Planning Board meetings and
what will come to us is an anomaly for the area. She fails to understand how a perfectly good house must be removed to
make way for something else all in the name of affordable housing. This whole area is changing; the Planning Board has
slated this area for urbanization which she does not support. Suggested it could be used as the on-site management office.
Coombs – It shouldn’t be moved; there is room for it to remain and be reused. The plan presented to HDC before was
not in keeping with Fairgrounds Road. They should figure out how to reuse it and keep it as part of the Fairgrounds
streetscape. The house doesn’t have to stay in its exact position; it is part of that street and keeping it is cheaper than
building a new house. The gentleman who wants it could still buy it and use it where it is. This program needs more thought.
Camp – She’s okay with the concept of the proposal; but listening to fellow commissioners, she wonders if it could be
reused where it is to set the tone for the development behind it. Moving the house out of this neighborhood is not
maintaining the streetscape proportions and doesn’t solve the issues Ms. Oliver and Ms. Coombs are referring to. Would
like them to present some options on how to keep this here.
Pohl – Asked why the concept of keeping the existing house on the property is not being considered. The house could
replace the proposed pavilion and be a home for someone without interfering with the open space. Given the tone of the
conversation, this will not get an approval to move off. Even if this were a normal subdivision, that doesn’t mean HDC
would approve the move off. There’s a lot about the subdivision we don’t know – limitations and freedoms.
Motion
Motion to Hold for revisions, more information, and other options. (Camp)
Roll-call Vote
Carried 4-0//Coombs, Oliver, Camp, and Pohl-aye
Certificate #
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