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Please print out.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Walsh, Matt" <MWalsh@mapc.org>
Date: June 8, 2022 at 5:19:26 PM EDT
To: "Walsh, Matt" <MWalsh@mapc.org>
Cc: "Weyant, Elizabeth" <EWeyant@mapc.org>
Subject: Senate Budget Summary + Conference Budget Advocacy


Good afternoon, MARPA!
I hope your weeks are going well! I'm reaching out here to provide the attached
comprehensive summary of the FY23 Senate budget which I promised at the end
of last week.
As the summary and my last message note, the budget is now in conference, and
we will plan to send a letter both from MAPC and MARPA to conferees requesting
that they increase funding for DLTA to $4 million, in addition to supporting several
other key priorities noted in this summary and the House summary I sent last
month.
While the Conference budget doesn't require the same broad advocacy as the
House and Senate budgets, we would still ask that you reach out to your
legislators requesting that they voice their support to conferees for increasing
DLTA to $4 million. As a reminder, these conferees are: House Ways and Means
Chair Michlewitz, Vice Chair Ferrante and Ranking Member Smola, and Senate
Ways and Means Chair Rodrigues, Vice Chair Friedman, and Ranking Member
O'Connor.
To assist in your advocacy and in your legislators' outreach to conferees, I'm
attaching here our fact sheet on the programs. To further ease outreach, you can
refer to the lists of legislators we sent along as part of our House and Senate
advocacy efforts. If you'd like us to resend those lists, please let me know.

If you have any questions, or there's any way in which we can be helpful, please
don't hesitate to reach out!
Best,
Matt
Matt Walsh (he/him)
Government Affairs Policy Analyst
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
c: (413) 559-9910
w: (617) 933-0713
Please be advised that the Massachusetts Secretary of State considers e-mail to be
a public record, and therefore subject to the Massachusetts Public Records Law,
M.G.L. c. 66 § 10.
This email was scanned by Bitdefender

SMART GROWTH AND REGIONAL COLLABORATION

DRAFT FOR REVIEW
FY23 Budget Summary: Final Senate Budget
S.2915
For questions: Contact Lizzi Weyant (eweyant@mapc.org), Matt Walsh (mwalsh@mapc.org) or Georgia
Barlow (gbarlow@mapc.org)
On May 26, 2022, the Senate voted to approve the chamber’s FY23 budget. The budget totals $49.9 billion,
which is $93.3 million above the Senate Ways and Means initial proposal released in early May, and $39
million above the House’s FY23 budget. The budget maintains the 5.3% increase in Unrestricted General
Government Aid (UGGA) over FY22 proposed by Senate Ways and Means, as well as the increase of
minimum Chapter 70 aid from $30 to $60 per pupil included in both the FY23 House budget and the Senate
Ways and Means proposal. The final Senate budget also maintains significant increases in RAFT and MRVP
above those made by the House. While this budget level funds the Shannon Community Safety Initiative, it
does not fund District Local Technical Assistance.
Key MAPC Line Items
FY2022
District Local
Technical
Assistance

MAPC FY23
Request
$4 million

House
FY23
$3 million

Senate FY23

$3 million

Governor
FY23
$3 million

$12.3 million

$12.3 million

$13 million

$12.3 million

$12.3 million

$2 million

$4 million

$2 million

$0

$0

$1.6 million

$2 million

$2 million

$600,000

$0

$0

within line item 15990026

Senator Charles
Shannon
Community
Safety Initiative
line item 8100-0111

Community
Compact Grants
within line item 15990026

Efficiency and
Regionalization
Grant within line
item 1599-0026

Local Aid
• UGGA. Funds Unrestricted General Government Aid (UGGA) at $1.23 billion, an increase of $63
million, or about 5.3%, over FY22. This is an increase of $32 million over both the House budget
and the Governor’s proposal.
• Education. Continues implementation of the Student Opportunity Act with $494.9 million in new
funding, in line with the FY23 House budget:
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Chapter 70. Funds local education aid at nearly $6 billion, an increase of $9.7 million from
the Governor’s FY23 proposal. This increase reflects the Senate’s commitment to increase
minimum aid from $30 per student to $60 per student, in line with the FY23 House budget.
The Special education circuit breaker program (7061-0012). Funded at $435 million, an
increase of $62 million from FY22, and a decrease of $6 million from the FY23 House
budget.
Regional school transportation reimbursements (7035-0006). Funded at $82.2 million,
an increase of $4.4 million from the FY23 House budget and level with FY22.
McKinney-Vento homeless student transportation (7035-0008). Funded at $21.5
million, an increase of $7.1 million from FY22, but a decrease of $1.4 million from the FY23
House budget.
Charter school reimbursements (7061-9010). Funded at $243.8 million, an increase of
$89.2 million from FY22, and in line with the FY23 House budget.
MSBA Commission (Section 168). Orders the establishment of a special commission to
study and make recommendations to bolster the Massachusetts School Building Authority’s
(MSBA) capacity to meet current and future school building needs and the current grant
formula’s ability to provide for racial, ethnic, socio-economic and geographic equity.

Open Government
• Remote Open Meeting Extension (Section 125A). Extends remote meeting provisions for public
bodies through December 15, 2023.
Transportation
• MBTA (1595-6369). Funded at $187 million, an increase of $60 million from FY22, or about 47%.
This is in line with FY23 House budget.
• RTAs (1595-6370 and SECTION 58). Funded at $90.5 million in operating assistance for Regional
Transit Authorities (RTAs) with an additional $3.5 million to be distributed via formula. The total
funding amount is aligned with the Governor’s proposal, but the Senate would distribute the $3.5
million via formula, rather than performance grants, in line with the FY23 House budget. The
Senate budget also includes $2.5 million for RTAs to create means-tested, discounted or fare-free
pilot programs. Language included in the Senate Ways and Means proposal would have limited this
funding to means-tested programs but was expanded.
Public Health and Safety
• Healthy Incentives Program (4400-1004). Funded at $12 million, a $1 million reduction
compared to FY22.
• Free School Meals (7053-1925). Funded at only $5 million, a $105 million decrease from the FY23
House budget. This dramatic decrease reflects the Senate’s decision not to include the one-year
extension of universal free meals included in the FY23 House budget.
• SAPHE (4512-2022). Funded at $15 million for grants to support regional public health
collaboration, a $10 million increase from the FY23 House budget, and in line with FY22.
• Childcare and early education (3000-1042, 3000-1045, and 3000-4060). Includes large
investments in childcare and early education, increasing the funding for childcare assistance by $70
million from FY22 to a total of $368.1 million, in line with the FY23 House budget. Additionally, this
budget invests $25 million in subsidies for early education salaries, a decrease of $45 million from
the FY23 House budget. Finally, it includes $250 million in funding for grants to stabilize the early
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education and care workforce not included in the FY23 House budget.
Municipal Police Training Committee (8200-0200). Funded at $11.6 million, in line with the
Governor’s proposal.
Substance Abuse and Recovery (8900-0002 and 4512-0200). Funds the Massachusetts Alcohol
and Substance Abuse Center at $21.9 million, an increase of $1.4 million over FY22, in line with the
FY23 House budget. The proposal also increases funding for the Department of Public Health’s
Bureau of Substance Addiction Services to $209.3 million, an increase of $32.8 million over FY22,
and an increase of $20.7 million from the FY23 House budget.
Benefits Common Application (Section 6). Orders the Executive Offices of Health and Human
Services and Housing and Economic Development to establish a common application portal for
needs-based benefits and services, such as MassHealth and SNAP.
Interstate Reproductive Freedom (Section 15). Adjusts definitions in existing law and extends
legal protections against litigation in the case of health care activities legally protected in
Massachusetts, including gender-affirming and reproductive health care services.

Housing
• Mass Rental Voucher Program (7004-9024). Funded at $154.3 million, an increase of $24.3
million from FY22 and an increase of $4.3 million from the FY23 House budget. The FY23 Senate
budget also includes language to align payment standards with those of Section 8, allowing
coverage of rents up to 110% of fair market rate, and caps tenant rent at 30% during the first year
of occupancy beginning in 2023.
• Residential Assistance for Families in Transition (RAFT) (7004-9316). Funded at $150 million,
an increase of $128 million from FY22, and an increase of $10 million from the FY23 House budget.
• HomeBASE (7004-0108). Funded at $56.9 million, an increase of $30.9 million from FY22, but a
decrease of $2.5 million from the FY23 House budget, in line with the Governor’s proposal. The
FY23 Senate budget also includes language to ensure that current participants are not deemed
ineligible for the program because of an income increase during the term of assistance so long as
they remain eligible otherwise.
• Tenancy Preservation Program (7004-3045). Funded at $1.8 million, in line with the FY23 House
budget and the Governor’s proposal, and level with FY22.
• Enhanced Notice to Quit (Section 79). Amends Chapter 186 of the General Laws to require that
notices to quit for non-payment of rent be accompanied by a form including: a) documentation of
repayment agreements and b) information on rental assistance programs, trial court rules, and
relevant restrictions on residential evictions. These notices must also prominently display a
statement notifying the resident that tenants do not need to immediately leave their home, and they
are entitled to a legal proceeding before an eviction order can be issued.
• Community Preservation Trust Transfer (Section 167). Transfers $20 million in FY22 surplus
funds to the Community Preservation Trust Fund in order to prevent decline of the rate at which
the Commonwealth matches locally raised community preservation funds.
Energy and Environment
• Climate Adaptation and Preparedness (2000-0101). Funded at $5 million, an increase of
$300,000 from the FY23 House budget and $1.3 million over the Governor’s proposal.
• Department of Environmental Protection (2200-0100). Funded at $45.4 million, an increase of
$12 million from the FY23 budget, and of $4.2 million from the FY23 House budget.
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Other Fiscal Notes
The FY23 Senate budget does not include tax break policies proposed by the Governor in H.2, which would
have totaled $700 million
Background
Governor’s proposal: On January 26, Governor Baker released his FY23 budget proposal, known as House
2. Appropriations in H.2 total $48.5 billion including a $749 million allocation to the State Stabilization
Fund (otherwise known as the Rainy Day Fund) which will bring the fund’s balance to an all-time high of
$6.64 billion by the end of FY23 to provide for future needs. The Governor’s budget proposal increased
gross spending by 2.6% and relies on the consensus tax revenue estimate of $29.78 billion. The Governor
also relied on $21.7 million in revenue from casino gaming, $24 million in abandoned property net revenue
and $12 million from other sources.
House budget: On the evening of April 27, 2022, the House passed the chamber’s FY23 budget proposal,
H.4701. The nearly $50 billion proposal matches the Governor’s proposal for both Unrestricted General
Government Aid (UGGA), with an increase of 2.7%, and District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA), which is
level funded at $3 million. The House proposal also includes significant increases in RAFT and MRVP to
account for the sunset of federal emergency housing assistance funding. Finally, the House increased the
minimum per-student Chapter 70 aid amount from $30 to $60 and accelerates by one year the charter
school reimbursement process.
What comes next: The bill will now be sent to Conference Committee, comprised of Joint Ways and Means
Chairs Michlewitz and Rodrigues, Vice Chairs Ferrante and Friedman, and Ranking Members Smola and
O’Connor, where members will work to resolve the differences between the House and Senate budgets.
Once released, the Conference report will be voted on by both chambers, and if approved, will move to the
Governor’s desk for his signature. The fiscal year begins on July 1st and it is anticipated that a final bill will
be signed into law by that date or soon thereafter. If the Conference Committee cannot issue a report by the
start of the fiscal year, the legislature is likely to pass a short-term budget for the start of the fiscal year.
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Technical
Assistance
(DLTA)
1599-0026

We respectfully request an increase to

$4 million for DLTA within 1599-0026.

District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) directly funds much-needed technical assistance for cities and towns.
DLTA planning dollars help cities and towns take on necessary projects that they don’t have the staff capacity to address on
their own, and to partner with neighboring communities to tackle shared projects with reduced administrative burden.
DLTA is uniquely flexible. Funds can be spent on a wide variety of
planning and implementation projects: zoning, housing production,
economic development, conservation planning, and much more.

Statewide
Impact
DLTA dollars are distributed to
Massachusetts’ 13 regional planning
agencies (RPAs). Nearly half of
Massachusetts communities, including
both cities and towns, don’t have
professional planners to help shape
their future economic development,
transportation, housing, green spaces,
and town facilities.
RPAs help Massachusetts’ 351 cities
and towns with these essential tasks,
providing technical assistance on
everything from updating stormwater
guidelines to managing data to
preparing economic development
plans. The technical assistance work
of most of these RPAs is funded
almost entirely by DLTA.

Equally important: DLTA also helps cities and towns improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of local services, and to work with their neighbors on
planning, procurement, and services.

DLTA helps municipalities unlock funding opportunities
With DLTA funding, cities and towns can plan for the long term and have
the details of shovel-ready, shovel-worthy projects ready when federal
competitive funding is available.
Communities can also use DLTA to unlock state funding opportunities and
respond to state programs. This year, DLTA has helped municipalities:
•

Work toward Roadmap Law emissions targets with climate action
plans, electric vehicle strategies, and municipal aggregation plans

•

Build local public health capacity in alignment with the SAPHE Act

•

Develop a toolkit to support remote and hybrid meeting engagement

•

Help municipalities implement economic development
recommendations from Local Rapid Recovery Plans

•

Revise zoning codes to comply with the Legislature’s MBTA Multifamily
Zoning provision and respond to priorities in the Housing Choice Law

State funds go even further with DLTA
For every DLTA project a regional planning agency works on, it provides a 10
percent funding match - meaning that funding DLTA at $4 million will support at
least $4.4 million of technical assistance work.
Many of the 13 regional planning agencies leverage this funding even more with
outside funding and grant assistance, as much as doubling the amount of money
the state provides. In FY21, MAPC secured more than five times the required
match for DLTA-funded projects.

Questions? Contact:
Matt Walsh
mwalsh@mapc.org
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(DLTA)
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Regional Planning Agencies and COVID-19
DLTA helps cities and towns plan and take action:

Economic development plans

Expedite permitting

Public health planning

Establish development or
conservation districts

Public safety and emergency
response

Develop design guidelines

Energy & climate resiliency plans

Regional service delivery

Stormwater planning and
guidelines
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mwalsh@mapc.org
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DLTA planning dollars help
cities and towns quickly take
on necessary projects that they
don’t have the staff capacity
to address, and to partner with
neighboring communities to
tackle shared projects with
reduced administrative burden.

Open space and recreation plans
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Regional procurement of goods
and services
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Project Examples:

DLTA is unique in that it directly funds much-needed
technical assistance for cities and towns. While it’s
often used in conjunction with other state programs,
it is uniquely flexible, providing municipalities with
support to solve challenges related to the pandemic
response, drought coordination, and more.

