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Å Nantucket HDC enacted in 1955 ðone of the 

earliest districts in the country

Å Large inventory of 18 th & 19 th century structures  

with 800+ structures pre -dating Civil  War

Å 1/3 of Nantucket is protected open space

Å NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK  

designation on November 13, 1966 and 

updated 2012

Å NANTUCKET HDC updated the historic district to 

include the ENTIRE island in 1971
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www.resilientack.org
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GET your cultural 

resources within 
your Hazard 

Mitigation Plan! 

FOLLOW FEMAõs GUIDANCE:

Strategies to make historic & cultural resources 
more resilient to natural disasters:

o Identify Historic Resources
o Revisit Historic District Regulations
o Strengthen Recovery Planning
o Incorporate Historic Preservation into Planning 

Documents
o Revisit Floodplain Regulations and 

Ordinances
o Coordinate Regionally & the State
o Structural Adaptation Measures
o Educate

Resiliency & Preservation

HOW?



GET your cultural 

resources within 
your Hazard 

Mitigation Plan! 

Prioritized Strategies identified :

VStrategy #A10 ðConduct a targeted 
hazard vulnerability assessment of historic 
structures and offer technical assistance 
to property owners.

VStrategy #F8 ðAdopt a set of design 
guidelines to encourage flood proofing 
and elevation of structures while 
maintaining their historic characters . 
The NFIP Floodplain Management Bulletin 
FEMA P-467-2, òHistoric Structures.ó

10 areas on island were identified as vulnerable including the historic downtown area

Resiliency & Preservation

òTo mitigate the detrimental impacts of 
natural hazards to Nantucket, while 

maintaining and enhancing the Islandõs 

quality of life, historic essence , aesthetic 
beauty, and natural and habitat 

resourcesó - 2019 updated HMP



Resiliency & Preservation

Community values:
òProtect historical integrity 
of the landscape & 
buildingsó

ü Guide for HDCs on Energy, 
Renewable Energy & Historic 

Preservation

ü Nantucket HDCs guidelines = 

Case Study!

Sustainability focus :

Á historic 

preservation

Á Hazard 

mitigation

Á Energy
Á Balance of 

economic, 

environmental & 

social/public 
health

Nantucket has òrecognized 

that natural resource 
conservation and long -term 

sustainability are essential to 
the islandõs vitalityéó

Other Planning effortsé



Resiliency & Preservation

Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) 

Community 2019:

Resilience Planning encompasses multiple 

areas of focus !

Objectives:
Ç Characterize primary 

climate -related hazards 
faced by Nantucket

Ç Identify the communityõs 
strengths and vulnerabilities 

Ç Come to agreement on 
the top -priority actions for 
the community

Other Planning effortsé



Resiliency & Preservation

Top 5 Actions to Improve Resilience:

1) Resiliency Coordinator 

2) Isolation from the Mainland
3) Wetland Restoration
4) Historic Preservation Guidelines 

5) Road System Resiliency

Historic Preservation Guidelines:

òé to preserve historic streetscapes 
while mitigating hazards.ó 

òéspecific to the different and unique 

types of historic resources found on 
Nantucket, as well as the different 

and unique hazard threats in different 
areas of the island.ó

MVP ACTION GRANT Awarded 2019! 



Keeping History Above Water: 
Nantucket  June 2019

Resiliency & Preservation

V Collaboration with public & private partners

V Funding from Nantucket Community Preservation 

Commission, Massachusetts office of Coastal Zone 

Management, Osceola Foundation & ReMain

Nantucket

Resilient Nantucket: 3D Digital Documentation & 
Sea Level Rise Visualization by the UF Preservation 

Institute Nantucket students

ÁTo digitally document the historic Town of 

Nantucket, waterfront & Brant Point areas and 
prepare 3D visualizations of Sea Level Rise 

projections

ÁPrecise building elevation measurements

ÁVulnerability assessment of 300 individual 

buildings within the Old Historic District

https://dcp.ufl.edu/historic -preservation/resilient -nantucket

https://dcp.ufl.edu/historic-preservation/resilient-nantucket


Resiliency & Preservation

(#1) Nantucket Historical 
Associationõs Whaling Museum

Est.1894

NHA#P11788 ð1944 Hurricane damage

Other Planning effortsé

Keeping History 

Above Water 2019 
Community Values

Assessment:



Resiliency & Preservation

Designed for Adaptation

MVP Action Grant Project builds on:
ÅMVP Community Resilience Workshop 

Report
ÅHMP 2019 Update
ÅResilient Nantucket: 3D Digital 

Documentation & Sea Level Rise Project

(1) Public Awareness Toolkit

(2) Community Forums

(3) Flooding Adaptation & Building Elevation Design 

Guidelines ðHistoric District Commission


